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The most arresting attraction of the TB Meet held in Alappuzha was Naatya, which
diffused wonder and hues profusely.

The event witnessed 181 artists presenting 35 Indian dance forms sequentially within one
hour and fifty five minutes, leaving everyone awe-struck.The performances of Neethu
Das and Aswathy Gopan who have already been featured through this column were
staged first and second.

Group items followed these performances.Amid all the invigorating performances
emerged an artist with a solo performance, portraying her irrefutable resolve.

This week, it is on this talented banker who presented Kerala Natanam on stage, that we
put our spotlight on.

Savitha Menon.R,
State Bank of India,



Civil Station Branch,
Palakkad.

She was born unto Dr. Raghunath Parakkal, a psychologist and a native of Palakkad, and
Mrs Usha, a retired teacher.

She had her formative years of education at Chittur Vijayamatha Convent till 10th grade
and then pursued Plus Two at Koduvayur Higher Secondary School. Her higher studies
were at NSS College, Nemmara where her talents continued to burgeon.

At school, Savitha participated in almost every competition be in arts or sports, with
alacrity and indefatigable spirit.She won the title of Kalathilakam of the Chittur sub-
district; a testament to her prodigious talent.

Also, she won title of best actress in drama, second prize at the state level Maths Fair,
and gained recognition at state level for playing trumpet in the school band.When
pursuing her Plus Two course, she won first prize in folk dance at the district level and
during graduation, she became A-Zone winner in mono act.Innumerable and laudable
recognitions became part of her life.

She had begun learning dance and music from a tender age .Since her mother was a
teacher,her acquaintances became Savitha's art instructors, creating a conducive and
salutary environment for her artistic growth.

By the time she completed her studies, she got married.She secured her bank job shortly
before the birth of her first child.

Her first appointment was at the State Bank of India’s Coimbatore Ramnagar Personal
Banking Branch, where her professional journey commenced. Later, after her tenure at
Navakkara, a region close to Kerala, she was transferred to Ottappalam and Pudusseri
branches, before she joined civil Station Branch, where she works at present.

Her colleague Anjana motivated her to become a member of Talented Bankers
community.

Her first performance on the stage of Talented Bankers was during fourth Meet held at
Kozhikode.She performed a folk dance acting out her role as Nangeli and a Shiva
Thandava dance alongside Anjana.

To everyone's surprise , she participated in the Kottayam Meet and performed a solo
dance when she was five months into the family way, On that day, she danced to Sri
Kavalam Narayana Panicker’s song "Vadakkathi Pennale". She still remembers people



praising the resolute mental strength she displayed while dancing.

When her preparations for the Alappuzha Meet were underway, Mamitha called her to
discuss about performing Kerala Natanam.The idea that Kerala Natanam had to be
performed solo created a slight apprehension in her mind.

Her confidence which stemmed from performing Kerala Natanam during school and
college acted as a driving force .She began self-practice and finally experienced euphoric
happiness after presenting on stage.

Mamitha's words offer a lucid perspective .

When Mamitha had her thoughts as to which artist is to be called for solo performance,
she immediately remembered about Savitha. The memory of Savitha's Kozhikode and
Kottayam performances and her ability to manifest changing emotions on her face in
particular,guided her path to Savitha.Savitha's performance proved that the selection
was not erroneous.

Savitha recounts that her joy was immense when India Book of Records representative
Mr Sam George made a special mention of her scintillating performance as Draupadi.

Sreekanth, who works abroad, is the better half of Savitha .Their daughter Sreelakshmi
Sreekanth, a Class 10 student, and their one-year-eight-month old son Rigved Sreekanth
also have an innate interest in art.Their daughter, who has a deep predilection for dance,
recently completed her debut performance.Their son has a strong penchant for chenda
and music.

When Savitha says that her son and daughter spends holidays immersing themselves in
songs and dance, her words carry palpable pride.

Savitha carries a poignant sorrow that today’s generation is not amply familiar with
Kerala's indigenous art forms.

She wishes to do something constructive, like presenting small dance dramas on stage
to create such awareness and to instill interest among the younger generation in

traditional art forms.

The TB family wishes that Savitha attains the apogee of artistic excellence.



